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College Dean Adds to Special Education Conversation 
 
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- Dr. Kevin Jones, dean of the school of education and assistant 
professor of education, recently co-authored two chapters for a book on special education. 
  
“Enhancing Partnerships in Special Education: Innovative Collaboration, Consultation, and 
Cooperation” is currently available online through a variety of vendors. 
  
The book highlights individuals and institutions positively impacting special education in 
America. Jones’ chapters specifically focus on the government’s and the school psychologist’s 
role in serving special education students.  
  
Jones’ chapter on the government’s role in special education highlights the ways that schools 
and agencies can access governmental resources. Often, these available resources go 
unnoticed, and Jones writes to show how the government is advocating for special education 
students and how teachers can acquire those provided accommodations. 
  
His chapter on the school psychologist presents unique ways such professionals can assist 
special education students beyond the classroom. 
  
Jones was brought into this project in December 2019 when serving at his alma mater, 
Kentucky State University, talking with one of his former professors, Dr. Sunday Obi. 
  
“Dr. Obi trained me in special education during the late 1990s and early 2000s,” Jones said. 
“When we talked in 2019, I was pitching him some papers I’d written on special education. He 
told me about some chapters he was working on for the book and then, after talking with Festus 
Obiakor, invited me to join him.” 
  
Dr. Festus E. Obiakor, editor and another contributing writer for “Enhancing Partnerships in 
Special Education: Innovative Collaboration, Consultation, and Cooperation,” has mentored Obi 
and Jones over the years. 
  
“Festus and Sunday have carried on their lineage of pouring into the next generation by 
mentoring me and inviting me onto this project,” Jones added. “They’ve told me to continue 
what they’ve done — investing in younger Christians and African-American men like they 
themselves have been investing in.” 
  
Once joining the project team, Jones began researching and drafting his chapters, which were 
due June 2020. 
  
“I saw a lapse in the preparation for undergraduate students in special education,” he said. 
“These chapters, and the book as a whole, are working to emphasize ways we can better 
prepare teachers, parents, community members and a variety of other individuals to best serve 
the disabled.” 
  
Though this is Jones’ first scholarly contribution to the special education conversation, he’s 
always had a passion for caring for those with disabilities. 
  
“David took care of Mephibosheth,” Jones noted, citing a story found in the Old Testament book 
of 2 Samuel. “He said to him, ‘Come sit at my table. You have a space here.’ That’s my goal in 
writing these chapters. I want people to know that those with disabilities are made in the image 
of God, and we will care for them well.” 
  
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist 
institution with an enrollment of 4,550 undergraduate, graduate, and online students in more 
than 150 areas of study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is one of the largest private universities in 
Ohio, recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, 
including the Bachelor of Arts in Primary (P-5) Special Education program, strong graduation, 
and retention rates, accredited professional and health science offerings, and high student 
engagement ranking. For more information about the University, visit www.cedarville.edu.  
  
Written by Heidie Raine 
 
